PILGRIMAGES   AHEAD   THIS  YEAR
 KNOCK SHRINE, SUNDAY 11 JULY. Apostolate Devotions start at 2.30 p.m. and finish at about 5.00 p.m.
HOLY CROSS ABBEY, Co. TIPPERARY, SUNDAY 29 AUGUST. Apostolate devotions start at 2.30 p.m. and finish with Mass at 4.00 p.m.

FATIMA, 8-15 AUGUST, Ireland National W.A.F. Pilgrimage, mainly via Cork Airport, staying at Domus Pacis in Fatima. Pilgrims must make their own airline bookings, as no travel agent is involved. For further information contact Mr. Leo O’Sullivan, Whitechurch, Co. Cork, mobile 087 2772827.
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Two  reflections by fr. anthony little, c.s.sp., dublin council spiritual director:
February 6th 2010: Fruits of Faith, Prayer and Repentance
There is a Yiddish proverb: “From success to failure is one step. From failure to success is a long road.” In tomorrow’s Gospel of St. Luke Chapter 5, Christ asked Simon Peter “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon, although reluctant, did what Christ asked, and obtained a miraculous draft of fish. Simon was so surprised that he fell at Our Lord’s feet and cried out “Leave me, Lord, I am a sinful man.” But Christ replied “Do not be afraid; from now on it is men you will catch.”  Christ then invited Simon and his partners James and John to follow Him, and thus bring people into the life-style of Jesus.
Legionaries of Mary pray that their “work” may “bring back life to those who are dead in sin.” Mary asked the children of Fatima to “pray, pray every day, for souls are lost if no one prays.” Our Fatima Apostolate responds to this request of Our Lady.

In return for sins repented and forgiven, God acts in the way outlined in Ezekiel Chapter 36: “I will sprinkle clean water upon you and you shall be clean from all your uncleanness; and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will take out of your flesh the heart of stone, and give you a heart of flesh.”     
March 6th 2010: The Patience of Christ
“The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy” (Psalm 102). A gardener looks after plants that hopefully will yield flowers, fruit and seeds. In the lovely parable of tomorrow’s Gospel of St. Luke Chapter 13, Christ tells his listeners of the fruitless fig-tree in the vineyard. The owner wants it taken out, but the gardener pleads for time to sort out the plant when he says “give me time to work on it.” 
In much the same way Moses pleaded with God for the people he was leading, when they sinned and turned their backs on God (Exodus Chapter 32). Likewise Jonah first hid from the Lord on a ship, but later went to Nineveh and preached, and they repented (Matthew 12:41) while doing penance in sack-cloth and ashes.
Very much the same was Our Blessed Mother coming to Fatima and asking the three children to “pray, pray a great deal, for souls are lost because no one will pray”. The children followed her plan, by way of prayer, life-style, pleading for mercy, suffering, and giving the example of Christian living in letting their Faith be seen by their good works.

In the Eucharistic Prayer Number 4 we hear “Even when we disobeyed you and lost your friendship, you did not abandon us to the power of death, but helped all people to seek and find you. Again and again you offered a covenant to us, and through the prophets taught us to hope for salvation.”

Tomorrow’s parable story is called “the gospel of a second chance.” God is always patiently waiting for our response. The history of the Church is full of examples of “barren fig-trees” that in time became fruitful, in other words, sinners who repented and became saints. We also are repentant sinners.
But this parable also makes it clear that there is such a thing as “a last chance”.  The day finally comes, not when God shuts them out, but when they by deliberate choice shut themselves out.

A    YEAR    FOR
  PRIESTS 
       
An extract by Eamon Henry from page 2 of Messenger of the      World Apostolate of Fatima, Vol. 3, 2009
On 19 June 2009 Pope Benedict XVI opened a “Year for Priests”, which will run until 19 June 2010. The year commemorates the 150th anniversary of the death of St. Jean Vianney, Cure of Ars, patron saint of parish priests and priests generally. 
Pope Benedict wrote a letter to all priests explaining that this year “is meant to deepen the commitment of all priests to interior renewal for the sake of a stronger and more incisive witness to the Gospel in today’s world. The Cure often said that the priesthood is the love of the Heart of Jesus. This expression makes us reflect with heartfelt gratitude on the immense gift which priests represent, not only for the Church, but also for humanity itself. I think of all those priests who quietly present Christ’s words and actions each day to the faithful and to the whole world, striving to be one with the Lord in their thoughts and their will, their sentiments and their life-style.”
“Saint John Mary Vianney taught his parishioners primarily by the witness of his life. It was from his example that they learned to pray, halting frequently before the tabernacle for a visit to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. The Cure explained ‘We need not say much to pray well. We know that Jesus is there in the tabernacle; let us open our hearts to him, let us rejoice in his sacred presence. That is the best prayer.’ And he would urge them ‘Come to communion, come to Jesus. Come to live from him in order to live with him.’ ”
The Pope conclude his letter by entrusting his Year for Priests to the Blessed Virgin Mary. “I ask her to awaken in the heart of every priest a generous and renewed commitment to the ideal of complete self-oblation to Christ and the Church which inspired the thoughts and actions of the saintly Cure of Ars.”

This year is an occasion for prayer and understanding of the nature of priestly vocations and their relevance for the Church and the world.   




Dublin Eucharistic Vigils 2010: 


 


June 4th  St. Patrick’s, Skerries, Co. Dublin


                     7.30 p.m. – 10.00 p.m.


July 2nd  St. Mary’s of the Rosary, St. Mary’s Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24


	8.00 p.m. – 10.00 p.m.
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