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THE FIVE FIRST SATURDAYS

The revelation of this devotion was made to Lucia in her Dorothian convent cell at Tui in Spain on 10th December 1925. Our Lady appeared with the Divine Child beside her. She pointed to her Heart encircled with thorns, while the Child Jesus addressed Lucia, saying:
“Have compassion on this most sweet Heart, ever martyred by the ingratitude of men!”

The Blessed Virgin then spoke:   
“Behold my heart surrounded with the thorns which ungrateful men place therein at every moment by their ingratitude and blasphemies. You, at least, try to console me, and tell them that I promise to help at the hour of death, with the graces needed for salvation, whoever, on the First Saturday of five consecutive months, shall

1. Confess and receive Holy Communion

2. Recite five decades of the Rosary

3. And keep me company for fifteen minutes while meditating on the fifteen mysteries of the Rosary

4. With the intention of making reparation to me.”

Why five First Saturdays? To make reparation for 

a) The blasphemies against against Mary’s Immaculate Conception

b) Against her Virginity

c) Against her Divine Maternity

d) For the outrages committed against her images

e) For the harm done to children by teaching them to despise and even hate our heavenly Mother.

As background to this devotion, we may note its earlier promise, as follows. At the Apparition of 13th July 1917, after the vision of Hell, Our Lady told the three children;
“You have seen Hell, where the souls of poor sinners go. In order to save them, God wants to have devotion to my Immaculate Heart established in the world. If what I tell you is done, many souls will be saved and there will be peace. The war is going to end, but if they do not leave off offending God, another worse one will break out… In order to prevent it, I ask for the consecration of Russia to my Immaculate Heart, and the Communion of reparation of the five first Saturdays. If my request is heard, Russia will be converted and there will be peace. If not, her errors will spread throughout the world, promoting wars and the persecution of the Church…. In the end, however, my Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate Russia to me and it will be converted, and a time of peace will be conceded to the world.”
(source: G.L. Baker(1961)The Finger of God Is Here)

 A friend of Sister Lucia, Fr. Formigao, recounted an interview he had with Sister Lucia on 2nd October 1928. In response to his questions about the Five First Saturdays devotion, Sister Lucia said:

“As in the Novitiate the day destined for Confession is not a Saturday, I asked Our Lady if it would do to go to Confession on another day for the same purpose, and she replied in the affirmative, and even added that this could be done after the first Saturday, as long as, it is evident, one communicated in the state of grace.”

In response to his question about what Our Lady promised to those who practise this devotion, Sister Lucia replied:

“She promised that she would concede them many graces during their lifetime and the gift of final perseverance.”

We should note this extraordinary promise given by Our Lady as reward for so little involvement. Yet this may sometimes be not so easy. One needs to make a good Confession and fulfil all the requirements during each of five consecutive months, amid many possible distractions. We of course should continue to do this repeatedly over five-month cycles, as far as conditions permit.

The Five First Saturdays devotion, as well as a possible Daily Rosary (five decades), can be done by an individual person, but is probably more effective when done by a group. Many members of the Apostolate go to daily Mass and (usually with others) pray the Rosary before or after Mass. On First Saturdays the extra quarter-hour of meditation on the Mysteries might be possible, with a  monthly Confession also, so as to make up the full requirement of the Five First Saturdays devotion.  



Dublin Eucharistic Vigils 2011: 7.30-10.00 p.m.





November 4th: Church of the Most Precious Blood,         Cabra West, Dublin 7


December 2nd: Church of St. Brigid, Blanchardstown,   Dublin 15  
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