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THE ANGEL OF PORTUGAL AT FATIMA
         A note by Eamon Henry
         A booklet of the above name was published in 2016 by Fr. William Wagner, ORC. The following note presents some of the ideas put forward in the booklet, based on the three visits made by the Angel to the three child-seers of Fatima. In the 1968 booklet “Lucia Speaks on the Message of Fatima” we find her descriptions of these three visits. 
The First Apparition of the Angel:                               
         Lucia thinks that it was probably in the Spring of 1916 that the first apparition occurred, in the early afternoon while the children were minding their sheep on a hillside called Loca do Cabeco. The Angel appeared “in the form of a young man, transparent and brighter than crystal pierced by rays of the sun”. He spoke to the children: “Fear not. I am the Angel of Peace, Pray with me”. And kneeling down he bowed his countenance to the ground and said aloud three times the prayer which begins “My God, I believe, I adore.” He then rose and said to the children: “Pray thus. The Hearts of Jesus and Mary are attentive to the voice of your supplications”. Then he disappeared.
         Sister Lucia describes the effect of his visit on the three children. “The supernatural atmosphere which enveloped us was so intense, that for a long time we were scarcely aware of our own existence, remaining in the same position and repeating the same prayers. So intimate and intense was the feeling of the presence of God, that we did not even attempt to speak to one another”.

          Fr. Wagner comments that the Angel’s prayer implies adoration of God and intercession for our neighbour, thus complying with the command to love God and love our neighbour. The Angel’s bodily attitude of bowing down to the earth indicates reverence during prayer, in contrast to merely reciting a formula.

The Second Apparition of the Angel:
Lucia think that the second apparition must have occurred about mid-summer, on one early afternoon, when the three children were resting and playing under the trees beside her parents’ well. The same Angel appeared suddenly. His question to them implied that they were wasting their time on trivialities. He told them: “Pray a great deal. The Hearts of Jesus and Mary have designs of mercy on you. Offer up prayers and sacrifices to the Most High”. He explained about sacrifices:  “Make everything you do a sacrifice, and offer it as an act of reparation for the sins by which He is offended, and in supplication for the conversion of sinners. Bring peace to your country in this way. I am the Angel Guardian, the Angel of Portugal. Above all, accept and bear with submission the sufferings sent you by Our Lord”.
          
Lucia says that these words made a deep impression on the minds of the three children. They came to understand how much God loves us and desires to be loved, how pleasing sacrifice is to Him, and how through it He grants the grace of conversion to sinners. The children afterwards began to offer up all that mortified them, especially by prostrating themselves for long periods while they repeated the prayer taught them by the Angel during his first apparition. 
     The Third Apparition of the Angel:
The third apparition of the Angel probably occurred in October 1916, according to Lucia, when the three children were at a cave called Lapa on the hillside Loca do Cabeco. He had with him a Chalice containing the Precious Blood, from which he gave Communion to Jacinta and Francisco. He gave a Sacred Host to Lucia as her Communion. Before their Communions, he prostrated himself before the Host and Chalice, suspended in the air, and said three times the prayer which starts “Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit”. We can learn much by reflecting on this event and its implications. 



Dublin Eucharistic Vigils 2017: 7.30-10.00 p.m.   





3rd March: Church of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary of Fatima, Rialto, Dublin 8





5th May:  St. Joseph’s Church, Berkeley Road, Dublin 7 
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